
Special Forces: Day Twenty-one 
Basic Training: Unit Three 
Battle Ready 
All the Way, Sir! 
It was a greeting delivered along with the salute required when enlisted soldiers passed officers 
anywhere on Smoke Bomb Hill, the home of the Army Special Operations Command and 
Special Forces school at Ft. Bragg, NC. When rendered proudly, ‘All the Way, Sir!’ was more 
than just a greeting. It was delivered with a turn of the head, eye-to-eye contact, two soldiers of 
different ranks, united in purpose and dedicated to the SF motto “De Oppresso Liber!” – “To 
Liberate the Oppressed!” It conveyed an attitude of the spirit of the SF soldier, well trained and 
ready to carry out whatever mission necessary, whatever the cost, no questions asked.  
 
In case you are thinking that not every enlisted soldier or officer engaged in the above scenario 
saluted with true respect or spoke from the heart, you are probably right. What I do know is that 
after my initial SF training, once I had earned the coveted Green Beret, I meant them. I was still 
really in the infant stages of a long career and had much more to learn, but I meant those words. I 
was ready to give it my all, to do whatever it took to carry out the mission! 
 
Now that I have entered the private sector I have seen countless motivational phrases and cute 
mottos plastered everywhere from car bumpers to corporate office walls. 

Key Verse: 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:9b (KJV) 
 
Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but 
thine, be done. Luke 22:42 (KJV) 
 
Early in Jesus’ ministry, when the disciples asked him how to pray, he gave them what is 
probably the most familiar prayer in the history of Christianity. We hear it often in church 
services and gatherings of the faithful. Nestled in the verses of that prayer is what should be the 
‘All the Way, Sir!’ of my life as a Christian. The words ‘Thy will be done!’ should be uttered 
with even more conviction and purpose of heart than the words spoken long ago as I greeted 
officers on Smoke Bomb Hill at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina.  
 
A few years later Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane, facing the cross, and for a moment 
cried out for relief. Our Savior was about to die, to fulfill His mission, to pay the ultimate price 
for the sin of all mankind, for my sin. Faced with certain death, Jesus was face with a conflict of 
wills, a very human will to live, and God’s will that he go to the cross and will the battle for the 
souls of all mankind.  
 
Our Lord’s answer to the Commander in Chief? 

“All the Way, Sir!” - “Thy Will Be Done!” 



In case you are thinking that it was easy for Jesus because He was after all, the Son of God, hear 
the account of a man named Saul (later to become the Apostle Paul):  
Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 
high priest and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any 
who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  
As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from 
heaven. Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting Me?”  
And he said, “Who are You, Lord?”  
Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against 
the goads.”  
So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Acts 9:1-6 (KJV) 
 
After literally ‘seeing the light’, and submitting to the will of God for his life, Saul became Paul 
and the rest is history. He became the greatest evangelist that ever walked the planet’ 

So What! 
 
My ‘Basic Training’ as a soldier in God’s army was completed a long time ago. I have been 
equipped to carry out the mission of believers everywhere, that of being a ‘reconciler’, or 
‘peacemaker’, within my personal area of influence (where I live, work and breathe).  
Occasionally I have been sent on specific missions. I have not always answered with a 
resounding “Thy Will be Done, Sir!” For that, God’s Spirit within me grieves. 
However, I am greatly encouraged because He loves me greatly and I can be forgiven for my 
slackness, take up the charge once again, look My Lord in the eye, salute, and earnestly 
proclaim… 
“All the Way, Sir!” - “Thy Will Be Done!” 
 
 
I would in turn encourage who are reading this, whoever and wherever you are, reflect on your 
own life and ask yourself “How am I Doing?” 
 
Have you been well trained? Are you ready for the mission, whatever the cost? If so, then let’s 
go with a song in our hearts…  
Lead on, O King eternal, 
The day of march has come;  
Henceforth in fields of conquest  
Thy tents shall be our home:  
Thro’ days of preparation  
Thy grace has made us strong,  
And now, O King Eternal,  
We lift our battle song.  
Lead on, O King Eternal,  
Till sin’s fierce war shall cease,  



And holiness shall whisper  
The sweet amen of peace;  
For not with swords’ loud clashing,  
Or roll of stirring drums;  
With deeds of love and mercy  
The heav’nly kingdom comes. 
Lead on, O King eternal,  
We follow not with fears;  
For gladness breaks like morning  
Where’er Thy face appears;  
Thy cross is lifted o’er us;  
We journey in its light:  
The crown awaits the conquest;  
Lead on, O God of might.  
-Earnest W. Shurtleff 


